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famous voyage, William Dampier sailed from England. He
surely had come up in the world, for he now was Captain
Dampier, R.N., in command of H.M.S. Roebuc^ a vessel
of two hundred tons, armed with twelve cannon, and pro-
visioned for two years, with a crew of fifty sailors.

All this sounded very fair on paper, but, once out of sight of
land, Dampier had to confess that his new employers had treated
him rather shabbily. For the crew was without any training,
lazy, obstinate, and mutinous, and the Roebuc\ was in such a
state of neglect that Dampier was soon obliged to give up all
hope of following the western route, and had to proceed by way
of the Cape of Good Hope, where he could count on better
weather than in the vicinity of Cape Horn.

Luck was with him, and after eight months he reached the
Houtman Abrolhos (discovered in 1619 by Frederick dc Hout-
man), and a few days later he entered a bay which he called
Sharks Bay on account of the multitude of those unpleasant
creatures who welcomed him there. He tried to find fresh
water in the neighbourhood, but felled; so he hoisted sail and
followed the coast until he reached Roebuck Bay. Here, again,
there was no water, but a number of natives, " the same sort of
miserable creature" he had seen thirteen years before. By
now his crew was rapidly being decimated by scurvy, and
Dampier had to beat a precipitous retreat to the island of
Timor. It took him three months to get his men back on their
feet

As soon as they had sufficiently recovered to hoist a sail and
pull an oar Dampicr was off once more, but this time he meant
to tackle his problem from the cast. Still under the impression
that New Guinea was part of the Southern Mainland, he went
as far north as Schouten Island, and from there he sailed east-
ward until he reached New Ireland and New Britain, both of
which he mistook for parts of New Guinea.

At that point he was surprised by the sight of a magnificent
volcano fully 2500 feet high and busily belching flames and